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Singapore, which is well laid out, with a Chinese, Malay,
and European quarter, is the capital of all the Straits
Settlements, with a governor's residence, Protestant
cathedral, hospital, schools, and several benevolent
institutions.

9. Highways of Communication.

In Further India there are few regular roads, and
most of the trade routes follow the course of the great
rivers and their affluents. Thus travellers and explorers
wishing to penetrate from the west into China, ascend
the Irawadi to Bhamo, where they follow the caravan
route up the Tapeng River valley through the Kakhyen
highlands to Manwyne, and so on to Momein on the
Yun-nan frontier. Since the reduction of the hill tribes,
who formerly levied blackmail on passing caravans, this
route is much frequented.

Before the annexation of Upper Burma, the railway
system in the Irawadi basin was limited to the line
running from Eaugun to Prome, and to another nearly
completed from Eangun up the Sittang valley to
Tungu near the frontier of the Karen country. Since
then the Sittang Valley line has been completed to
Mandalay, and the section from Shwebo to Wuntho and
Mogaung, with branches from Meitkila Eoad to Meitkila
and to Myitkyina above Bhamo, with another branch to
the Shan States in the Sal win valley, has been opened.
The surveys have been completed for farther extensions
from Mandalay to the Kunlong Ferry, and from Chittagong
through the Aeng Pass (Arakan-Yoma Eange) to Minhla
on the Irawadi.

The chief highway to the interior of Siam follows
the course of the Meinam from Bangkok to Ayuthia
and Prabat. Here it trends east over the Dong Phya